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“Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of many will grow cold”

Pope Francis’ 2018 Lenten Message

Pope Francis’ 2018 Lenten Message is inspired by words Jesus spoke near the end of His life on ‘
the Mount of Olives regarding the end of time: “Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of =
many will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12).

False prophets whom Pope Francis calls “snake charmers” and “charlatans” leads us astray. They
mesmerize God’s children who then mistake true happiness for momentary pleasure ending in
slavery to profit or become trapped in loneliness. Many young people enticed by other “swindlers”
buy into the “panacea of drugs,” “disposable relationships,” “dishonest gain,” or a “virtual” exist-
ence. Thus people are robbed of “what is most precious: dignity, freedom and the ability to love,” he says.

A cold heart

After recognizing the false prophets to which each of us has fallen prey the question Pope Francis would like
us to reflect on this Lent is “What are the signs that indicate that our love is beginning to cool?” Above all else,
he says, “what destroys charity is greed for money.” Rejection of God follows, and “we prefer our own desola-
tion rather than the comfort found in his word and the sacrament.” As a result, even creation bears “silent wit-
ness” to hearts gone cold. Refuse litters the earth, the seas are polluted with the bodies of “countless ship-
wrecked victims of forced immigration,” and the heavens meant to sing God’s praises “are rent by engines
raining down” instruments of death.

“What are we to do?”

The Church offers us the Lenten practices of prayer, almsgiving, and fasting which Pope Francis calls a
“soothing remedy”. Prayer allows us to eradicate “secret lies” and “self-deception,” and we find “the consola-
tion God offers,” he says. Almsgiving frees us from greed; it helps us regard others as brothers and sisters.
“How I would like almsgiving to become a genuine style of life for each of us!” he says. Fasting “weakens our
tendency to violence” reviving “our desire to obey God,” who alone can satisfy our hunger.

24 Hours for the Lord

The Pope reminds us that although the flame of charity may die in our hearts, it never dies in God’s. He invites
us to participate in the “24 Hours for the Lord” on Friday and Saturday, the 9th-10th of March. After
“Eucharistic adoration and sacramental confession,” he saysthat the “new fire” of the Easter Vigil, the light of
Christ will enable us to listen to God’s word and nourish ourselves on the Eucharist, making our hearts “more

ardent in faith, hope and love.”
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Vatican calls pre-synod meeting with young people in March

Social networks such
as Facebook, Insta-
gram and Twitter will
allow young people to
interact 'with their
peers in Rome'

PRE-SYNODALMEETING FOR YOUN

As the Catholic Church
prepares to welcome
youths from around the
world to a preparatory meeting for the Synod of Bish-
ops on youth, Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri said the
church is using every means of communication avail-
able to listen to young people from all walks of life.

Speaking to journalists on February 16, Cardinal
Baldisseri, the general secretary of the Synod of Bish-
ops, said social networks such as Facebook, Insta-
gram and Twitter will allow young people to follow
and interact “with their peers in Rome” attending the
March 19-24 pre-synod meeting.

“In short, even through the new technologies of com-
munication, the pre-synod meeting wants to broaden
as much as possible the audience of young people
involved so that no one should feel excluded,” Cardi-
nal Baldisseri said.

Announcing the pre-synod meeting last October,
Pope Francis said he hoped Christian and non-
Christian young people from around the world would
attend so the church could listen to the hopes and
concerns of all young men and women.

“Through this journey, the church wants to listen to
the voices, the sensibilities, the faith as well as the
doubts and criticisms of young people. We must lis-
ten to young people,” Pope Francis had said.

The theme chosen by the Pope for the Synod of Bish-
ops, which will be in October, is: “Young people, faith
and vocational discernment.”

The 300 young people invited to the pre-synod meet-
ing in March were chosen to represent national bish-
ops’ conferences, the Eastern Catholic churches, men
and women in consecrated life and seminarians pre-
paring for the priesthood.

The gathering also will include representatives from
other Christian communities and other religions and
experts in the fields of education, culture, sports and
arts, who “are involved in helping young people dis-
cern their choices in life,” according to the synod
office.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops an-
nounced in January that their two-person delegation
would include a French Catholic woman and a mem-
ber of one of Canada’s indigenous communities, who
participates in a variety of Christian activities but
told The Catholic Register he identifies more with his
Cree spirituality. The bishops of India said February

14 that they had chosen
three Catholics involved
in youth ministry as well
as a young Hindu and a
young Sikh.

“In this pre-synod meet-
ing, we will listen to
youths ‘live’ to better

' understand their situa-
tion: what they think of themselves and of adults;
how they live their faith and what difficulties they
find being Christian; how they plan their lives and
what problems they face in discerning their vocation;
how they see the church today and how they would
like to see it,” Cardinal Baldisseri said.

The pre-synod meeting, he added, also will include
young men and women from what many consider the
margins of society, particularly young victims of hu-
man trafficking and prostitution.

During an October 12 meeting at the Vatican with
adults and teenagers who had taken part in a reflec-
tion on human trafficking, Pope Francis said he
hoped some survivors of trafficking would address
the Synod of Bishops to share their stories and “call
the church to action.”

“It is my great desire,” he said, “that young people
representing the ‘peripheries’ would be the protago-
nists of this synod.”

Cardinal Baldisseri said the Pope’s suggestion was
taken to heart, and he confirmed three young survi-
vors would be present at the pre-synod meeting.

Filippo Passantino, a young Italian who will attend
the pre-synod meeting, said a group of young people
are helping develop the meeting’s social media and
use it as an “open forum for all.”

They plan to open a WhatsApp messaging group so
that young people from around the world can send
messages, questions and concerns during the pre-
synod meeting, he said.

“We are trying to open various doors so that many
more than the 300 people invited can enter the pre-
synod meeting hall,” Passantino said.

Stella Marillene Nishimwe, a young woman from Bu-
rundi also attending the gathering, told journalists
she hoped the synod will be a new era in the church’s
dialogue with “all young people, not just Catholics.”

“Who knows what fruit this synod will bring? What I

am sure of is that everything will depend on our par-
ticipation,” she said. “The ball is in our court.”

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk
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NOURISHED BY LIVING WATER

Shared by Life in the Living Water
(Life in the Living Water is a charismatic prayer group for
ACCC youth to praise God and receive spiritual nourishment)

A CHRISTIAN HABIT

On one morning, I met the very same colleague at work kitchen when I went there for a cup of
coffee, I have a realisation on how me (we) are easily governed by our own habits. Reflecting back,
I tend to get my cup of coffee within the same timeframe, vice versa, that colleague also doing the
same. Thus, we usually pop into each other. If explored further, you would also realise the path
you take, the way you mix your coffee and sugar, etc, also show a trend of habits.

Very often, Christian of other denominations would criticise Catholics for the mindless way of
doing prayer; reciting the same prayer again and again without any conscious like a robot, or as a
person been brainwashed.

Is such criticism valid? Most likely? Are we really like an idiot doing a reciting all this time? That’s
a question for you yourself to reflect on. However, is this always bad? That would depends on
how you view this matter. Such prayer is useful because they are the core we Catholics believe,
and when it is rooted into our mind, we are able to live with it.

You see, when we are able to live with our Catholics belief, our neighbours would sense the
difference between us and the world. They are fast in differentiating Christians among others
because we do act differently, this is the trait resulting from our “traditional habit”. Thanks to all
the forerunning in the history of Christianity, people recognise us as great, gentle and kind group
of people, we live for moral standard. Though some may have different opinion against the church
hierarchy itself, they generally like Christian traits. So be not afraid; do not feel ashamed of being
Catholic in front of other people. That is our value, that is also our testimony to the world.

You may think it is hard to change your habit to live a Christian life, in reality it is not as hard as
you think. You just need to walk the first step. Usually the

e — morning coffee as an example. What would happen if you change
e g — jobs? What would happen if the office kitchen is at other location?

When environment change, the pattern would change according-
ly, a new habit would form.

So.... Do you have what it takes to live a Christian life?

A A WA WA S Wl Nd Wh WA g Nnd W NVd W WV W g WV e iV d Wl A a Nl g g
P4 A T S W W S W Y WY W W W S S WY W S S W4 S S S
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