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Aotesras Catbolic Youll Festlival

Over 650 people from all over
New Zealand attended the Aotea-
roa Catholic Youth Festival in
Auckland on 2nd and 3rd Decem-
ber, 2017.

Participants danced, took part in
discussions and presentations,
browsed the many stalls, spent
time with friends and new ac-
quaintances and enjoyed all that
was on offer at the festival.

The opening ceremony included a
powhiri (welcome) for interna-
tionally acclaimed Gospel singer
and songwriter Matt Maher and
his team from the USA.

Maher took part in the worship
and a blessing of the diocesan and
festival candles by President of
the New Zealand Bishops Confer-
ence, Bishop Patrick Dunn.

The workshops and keynotes over
the two days were filled to capaci-
ty and explored a diverse range of
topics from faith, spirituality and
relationships to practical sessions
about the care of our planet and
living and working in our com-
munities.

Some of the highlights:

Auckland writer and youth leader
Sam Brebner led a session on Our
calling in the Church.

Youth ministry leaders Annie
Benefield and Chris Duthie-Jung
discussed Why I'm Catholic?

Bishop Stephen Lowe set an in-
formal and welcoming tone with
the bishop’s Q&A

A discussion on the challenge of
the digital interface.

Isabella McCafferty and Father
Alistair Castillo pondered the
question Does God really have a
plan for my life?

“Our common home” was the
focus of discussion in the Project
Earth workshop.

Saturday’s events culminated
with a prayer vigil led by Matt
Maher, and a festival Mass.

5

in Aackland

On Sunday there were more
opportunities to attend work-
shops and keynote talks.

There was an “expo lunch” fol-
lowed by a plenary session Face-
to-face with the Francis factor.

The weekend wrapped up with
diocesan-directed discussions on
‘taking it home,” and a concert
with Matt Maher and support
acts Monique Holden and Grace
Worship.

The concert, attended by around
1600 people, was held at the
nearby Victory Centre.

Source: https.//cathnews.co.nz/
See more on Festival Face Book page
See More On New Zealand Catholic
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“..and upon this rock

1 will build my
church...”

(Matthew 16:18)
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NOURISHED BY LIVING WATER

Shared by Life in the Living Water
(Life in the Living Water is a charismatic prayer group for
ACCC youth to praise God and receive spiritual nourishment)

[ am wavfing...

Quite often, we would have this phrase as our Responsorial Psalm in masses, "Blessed
are all who wait for the Lord." (Isaiah 30:18, Daniel 12:12) We are all waiting for the
Lord's second coming, while the Jews are still waiting for their saviour. As far as this
phrase concerns, we are all blessed, because of our faith and patient.

Wise thinking tells us waiting is a good character, ...knowing that affliction produces
endurance, 4and endurance, proven character, and proven character, hope, (Romans
5:3-4) However, this is totally against today's culture. All modern technologies pro-
mote fast response, speed up service. The nature of "instant noodle" has already rooted
into our conscience. As soon as we found the internet is slow, we brag about it; when
problem arise, we demand instant response; if you are made to wait more than one mi-
nute for your food in a fast food restaurant, Its like the end of the world. Do you think
it is true?

Similarly, when we pray, we often hope for
instant response, leading us to hasty think-
ing, and even binding us from seeing the true

. plan God has for us. Then, let’s step back a

T — T o C— bit and look. Who is the one waiting here?
, Are we the one? Or God is the one doing the

- e - waiting? It is God who patiently waiting for
Vo us to put our faith onto Him; God is waiting
e — for us to open our ears to listen to Him; God

is waiting for us to adore Him. Throughout

the history, He has showed us many signs
and continued to wait. Therefore, do not let the world push us, open our ears and lis-
ten, humbly listen to His words and hold it deep in your heart, then you will realise
how fast God answers your prayer.
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