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_~—~  NOURISHED BY LIVING WATER

“Let the children come to- me;
and do- not prevent them...”

“But Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them; for the king-
dom of heaven belongs to such as these.’” (Matthew 19:14)

This same verse also appears in the Gospel of Mark and Gospel of Luke, why is it so im-
portant that the three “authors” (The Holy Spirit shall be the main author of all) included it in
their part of the Gospel, even though the whole context only have 3-4 verses in total?

Was that simply because Jesus wants the children be saved too? Yes, but there shall be
something more. Here is what Jesus said at the earlier of the Gospel:

“and said, ‘Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will not
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven.’” (Matthew 18: 3-4)

So, heaven is a “children only” place. However, we shall realise Jesus is not preventing us
from enter the kingdom of heaven. In fact, He means to show us the way and the possibility of
getting the ticket to heaven, just like how He responded to Nicodemus. Then what are the
qualities that make a child so special?

Pure in heart, people generally recognise children are innocent; filled with purity, which is one
of the beatitudes the church is looking for (CCC 2517-2518). Children’s hearts are so pure
that when they desire for something, they would pursued it directly and explicitly. Their kind of
desire is extremely manifested when they urge for the love and attention from their parents.
Unfortunately as children grow older, they would learn a term named strategy in order to sur-
vive in today’s society, and began to hide their true feelings and motives deep inside. This
may be essential to live in this world, but we shall also realise, this is what influences our pure
love toward Christ.

All Christian should keep our heart pure and pursue the happiness among Christ presence. It
is not an easy task, but with the power of the Holy Spirit, one can change eventually.

Since children are pure in heart, they do not give doubt to what they received, which make
them obedient. Or it shall be said, it is not that the children has no doubt, is the trust they have
toward others make them obedient. We Christian must do the same, we shall follow God’s
plan as Jesus did.

“My Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass without my drinking it, your will be
done!”(Matthew 19:14)

Trust that the plan God has for us is good, and allow us to surrender our ergo to Him and let
Him work on us.

- Shared by Life in the Living Water -



St. Vincent was born of

poor parents in the village of
Pouy in Gascony, France,
about 1580. He enjoyed his first
schooling under the Franciscan
Fathers at Acqgs. Such had
been his progress in four years
that a gentleman chose him as
subpreceptor to his children,
and he was thus enabled to
continue his studies without be-
ing a burden to his parents. In
1596, he went to the University
of Toulouse for theological
studies, and there he was or-
dained priest in 1600.

In 1605, on a voyage by sea-

from Marseilles to Narbonne, he fell into
the hands of African pirates and was car-
ried as a slave to Tunis. His captivity lasted
about two years, until Divine Providence
enabled him to effect his escape. After a
brief visit to Rome he returned to France,
where he became preceptorin

the family ofEmmanuel de Gondy, Count
of Goigny, and General of the galleys of
France. In 1617, he began to preach mis-
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sions, and in 1625, he lay the
foundations of a congregation
which afterward became the
Congregation of the Mission or
Lazarists, so named on ac-
count of the Priory of St. Laza-
rus, which the Fathers began
to occupy in 1633.

It would be impossible to enu-
merate all the works of this
servant of God. Charity was his
predominant virtue. It extend-
ed to all classes of persons,
from forsaken childhood to old
age. The Sisters of Charity also
owe thefoundation of their
congregation to St. Vincent. In the midst of
the most distracting occupations

his soul was always intimately united with
God. Though honored by the great ones
of the world, he remained deeply rooted
in humility. The Apostle of Charity, the im-
mortal Vincent de Paul, breathed his last
in Paris at the age of eighty. His feast

day is September 27th. He is the patron of
charitable societies.
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Australian Archbishop Defends Traditional Marriage

(Vatican Radio) The Archbishop of Sydney,
Anthony Fisher, OP, reaffirmed the Church’s
teaching on Marriage during the Archdio-
cese’s Annual Marriage Mass with Renewal of
Vows on August 12.

The Australian prelate said what is special about
authentic marriages “is that they bring together
for life people of opposite sex, of complemen-
tary sexuality, as 'man and wife', hopefully to
found a family, the fundamental cell of Church
and society, and to give their all to that end, ex-
clusively and for life.”

He said this there “voices in our culture that no
longer think marriage need be for life, or be open
to children, or be exclusive, or be between man
and wife.”

“They write off as benighted and bigoted those
who stand by marriage as traditionally under-
stood,” said Archbishop Fisher.

“This can be an uncomfortable position, for
some politically, culturally and commercially
powerful forces are determined to silence any

alternative to the politically correct position in
this matter; to bully us all into accepting the de-
construction and redefinition of a fundamental
institution; and to relegate questions of what
marriage is and is for as secondary to an homog-

19

enizing 'equality’.

The Archbishop called true marriage “a form of
preaching and therapy.”

“It wordlessly bears witness to the Christian un-
derstanding of the human person and society, of
our God-given mission to love not just with a
self-serving, romantic, heart-shaped Valentine's
Day sort of love, but with a self-giving, redemp-
tive, cross-shaped Easter Day sort of love,” he
said.
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http://sydneycatholic.org/people/archbishop/homilies/2015/2015712_34.shtml
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‘ROCK’ UPON CORNERSTONE EAHLm "E., A

“eens and upon this rock I will build my church ...... ” (Matthew 16:18)
T EELAE  REBURNEEG -, BRET 16:18)
FEEAE  RERUIRNAY  HBERMEEEA LAELE TR H-
BMSRMy TE, A 2
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SANDY WONG

Editorial: How did you come in contact with
Christianity?

SANDY: When I was little, my Dad’s family was
Catholic, so I knew about the church at very
young age. | went to Sunday School regularly but
I was never baptised because my family decided
that they would like me decide for myself whether I want to be
a Christian when I grew up.

For this reason, I was exposed to Christianity at very young
age. [ don’t even remember a time when I haven’t heard about
the stories in the bible.

Editorial: Then did you go to Sunday Mass? Or did you
learnt it from school?

SANDY: No, I never went to Sunday Mass when [ was young.
Instead I went to Sunday School. My parents told me I was too
young to go to Mass, but my Grandma used to tell me about the
biscuit the adults were allowed to have. So I thought - cool - 1
want to go and have the biscuits when I grow up as well.

Editorial: If that was the case, what made you come to
mass at later age? Was that because you found the
Christian story interesting? Or something else?

SANDY: It was something else. In actual fact, I wanted to join
a Protestant church when I was little. Back in the old days
when we first arrived in NZ, there were still bible classes in
public school. I really enjoyed the bible classes. I thought the
people who came were really nice. The stories they told were
cool, the food and stickers were pretty enticing as well. Around
that time, I went to the Sunday Chinese School in New Zealand
that were run by a Christian community. At the time, I was
convinced I had found my faith but Mum and Dad thought I
was too young. Eventually I grew older and it was time to look
for a secondary school. Unfortunately, the school zone was
changed just before I was able to enrol. I wasn’t eligible for the
school my parents and I wanted. My parents were really wor-
ried I wouldn’t end up at a good school, but a family friend
suggested we tried a Catholic school. Since my Dad was Cath-
olic we thought perhaps that would be a good option, we were
told we had to go to church. That was when Auntie Estella took
us to ACCC. And that is how it all began. I didn’t end up going
to a Catholic school but I stay in the Catholic Church.

i Editorial: Interesting, so you hoped to go

to Protestant but eventually come to Catho-
lic church.

SANDY: [t wasn’t any particular choice of mine
but just the way life happened. If we think of it
from a Christian prospective, perhaps that was the
way God wanted to lead me. I got to know Christ at very
young age; I got to know the bible at very young age, it was
the path that He showed me and eventually led me into the
Catholic Church.

Editorial: And since that time, you began to serve in
the community?

SANDY : Um....I can’t say I served the community at that
age. | joined the Folk Song Group. I think that was partly
why I stayed in the community, because there were some
friends around my age and it was nice. This is a nice commu-
nity.

Editorial: Then as you grew older, others began to ask
you whether you can help out?

SANDY : I think I helped in setting up the youth camp in
2003. I didn’t actually participated in the camp but later, the
others came and told me Exodus Youth Group was estab-
lished. I was like, Ok.... Alright ... no problem ... They
asked me to come along, and it just happened from that point
onwards.

Editorial: Was there anything that kept you in this com-
munity for this long?
SANDY: I don’t think I am being kept here. It was the fact
that I grew up in this community. My faith, my past and my
childhood were all linked together in this church family net-
work. I see this Catholic community as part of my family,
part of my religious life as well as my personal life. So it was
very natural. I suppose if you think in Maori context, this is
my whanau, this is where I belong. Many aunties and uncles
have become part of my extended family and the kids have
become my little brothers and sisters. That was just the way it
was. And of course, it is nice to have that network of support
from the brothers, sisters and friends I grew up with which I
can always count on. It is very special to have this Chinese
community in New Zealand to grow up in and support my
Christian faith..

«eeeet0 be cont’d in next Issue
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