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Quotes

2016 was a busy year for Pope Francis and he has hardly slowed down in the first month of the new year!
The past year in the Church was graced with love and mercy, much needed in our world today. World Youth
Day events and the canonization of new saints (especially Saint Teresa of Calcutta) poured out countless
graces upon the Church and on the millions of souls She ministers to throughout the world.

When God speaks through Peter, the Church's wisdom is brought to life with timeless relevance.

May these quotes from 2016’s Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy help you to continue to win souls,
grow in holiness, and live out love and mercy in 2017.

“I would like to invite all people of
good will to rediscover the power of
mercy to heal wounded relation-
ships and to restore peace and har-
mony to families and communities.
All of us know how many ways an-
cient wounds and lingering resent-
ments can entrap individuals and
stand in the way of communication
and reconciliation. The same holds
true for relationships between peo-
ples. In every case, mercy is able to
create a new kind of speech and
dialogue.” (01/24/2016)

“If God could weep, thenI too can
weep, in the knowledge that he
understands me. The tears of Jesus
serve as an antidote to my indiffer-
ence before the suffering of my
brothers and sisters. His tears
teach me to make my own the pain
of others, to share in the discour-
agement and sufferings of those
experiencing painful situa-

tions.” (5/5/16)

“By our presence in the world, we are
called to create a society capable of
recognizing the dignity of every per-
son and sharing the gift that each
person is to the other. With our wit-
ness of a living community open to
what the Lord commands, by the
breath of his Spirit, we can respond
to the needs of each person with the
same love with which God has loved
us. There are so many people waiting
for us to go out and meet them and
look at them with the tenderness
that we have experienced and re-
ceived from our relationship with
God. That is where our power lies:
not in our ideals and in our personal
projects, but rather in the strength of
his mercy which transforms and
gives us life.” (10/20/16)

“The root of peace lies in the
capacity to listen.” (7/17/16)

“How often — and it pains me to
say it — have we been blind and
impervious in failing to recognize
our own and others’ dignity. Lent is
a time for reconsidering our feel-
ings, for letting our eyes be
opened to the frequent injustices
which stand in direct opposition to
the dream and the plan of

God.” (2/14/16)

The family is the first school of hu-
man values, where we learn the wise
use of freedom.” (3/19/16)

“We need to be reminded that food discard-
ed is, in a certain sense stolen, from the
table of poor and the starving. This reality
invites us to reflect on the problem of
unused and wasted food, and to identify
ways and means which, by taking this prob-
lem seriously, can serve as a vehicle of
solidarity and sharing with those most in
need.” (6/13/16)

“What does the Lord thirst for?
Certainly for water, that element
essential for life. But above all
for love, that element no less es-
sential for living. He thirsts to
give us the living waters of his

love, but also to receive our
love.” (9/20/16)

“In the family we learn solidarity,
how to share, to discern, to walk
ahead with each other’s prob-
lems, to fight and to make up, to
argue and to embrace and to kiss.
The family is the first school of
the nation, and in the family you
will find that richness and value
that you have. The family is like
the custodian of that great value,
in the family you will find hope,
for Jesus is there, and in the fami-
ly you will have dignity. Never,
never put the family to one side;
the family is the founding stone
upon which a great nation is
built.” (2/16/16)

“Merciful God, we pray to you for all the
men, women and children who have died
after leaving their homelands in search of a
better life. Though many of their graves
bear no name, to you each one is known,
loved and cherished. May we never forget
them, but honor their sacrifice with deeds
more than words. We entrust to you all
those who have made this journey, endur-
ing fear, uncertainty and humiliation, in
order to reach a place of safety and hope.
Just as you never abandoned your Son as
he was brought to a safe place by Mary
and Joseph, so now be close to these, your
sons and daughters, through our tenderness
and protection. In caring for them may we
seek a world where none are forced to
leave their home and where all can live in
freedom, dignity and peace. Merciful God
and Father of all, wake us from the slum-
ber of indifference, open our eyes to their
suffering, and free us from the insensitivity
born of worldly comfort and self-
centeredness. Inspire us, as nations, com-
munities and individuals, to see that those
who come to our shores are our brothers
and sisters. May we share with them the
blessings we have received from your
hand, and recognize that together, as one
human family, we are all migrants, jour-
neying in hope to you, our true home,
where every tear will be wiped away,
where we will be at peace and safe in your
embrace.” (4/16/16)

“To be attracted by power, by grandeur, by
appearances, is tragically human. It is a
great temptation that tries to insinuate it-
self everywhere. But to give oneself to oth-
ers, eliminating distances, dwelling in little-
ness and living the reality of one’s everyday
life: this is exquisitel divine.”

(7/28/16)

“| urge you to be salt and light, wher-
ever you find yourselves, through the
way you live and act as followers of
Jesus, and to show great respect and
solidarity with our brothers and sisters
of other churches and Christian com-
munities, and with all people of good-
will.” (11/1/16, Angelus)

By Alanna Burg through Catholic Link


http://catholic-link.org/2016/12/26/15-news-stories-that-impacted-catholics-in-2016/
http://catholic-link.org/2016/08/08/message-iraqs-archbishop-world-youth-day/
http://catholic-link.org/2016/08/08/message-iraqs-archbishop-world-youth-day/
http://catholic-link.org/2016/08/30/st-teresa-calcutta-quotes-resources/
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“Each one must give as
he has decided in his heart, not

reluctantly or under comeulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
—2 Cor. 9:7
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TRUMP!!!! The World

If you aware of how the world is moving, you
should know the numerous acts the newly
crowned US president, Donald Trump, have done
on his first few weeks of presidency. This is no
place to debate whether his politics is justified,
but is a chance for us Christian to reflect. Let’s see
how there is a connection in between.

On the feast of The Epiphany of the Lord, dated
8th January this year, Father Francis Poon empha-
sis in his homily, that, when the church looks for
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offering from the parishioners, although financial offering is of great help for the church to run its

business, the church more interested in people to do things.

".... this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all
contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her

whole livelihood." Mark 15:43-44

That implies in current era, being presence in church tends to be a difficult request for the parish-
ioners. As Father Poon mentioned, some rather throw in a large sum of money (surplus

wealth) instead of sparing some of their time (whole livelihood) to participate. Still, how does Don-
ald Trump comes into picture? One must agree he actually does things, covert ideas into actions
and navigate through. His way of doings may be controversial, but he moves. Similarly, the church
needs us to do things; we are called to change the world, to bring the good news to our neighbour.

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no
longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the
world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.” Matthew 5:13-14

The church needs us; God needs us. How many times we heard others complain and nagging
about certain decisions? How many times we also heard them saying, "if I am in that position, I
won't do that.? " Too often, right? Then why don’t we take actions and moves? If we continue to
be a bystander, we would slowly negate the issues and stagnate at the same spot. And those who
needs to hear the gospel would be forgotten, just like those whom being bullied would continue to

suffer. So, stand and rise, and make a change.

Sure, there would be times we fall, but just like an infant learns how to walk, would keep on trying
until he/she reaches the goal. The church continues to stand because it follows the truth. There
had been some stumble period, but as long as we are being humble and listen, we would rise again
and continue to move forward, as God is Almighty. Let’s TRUMP!!!
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