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DON'T BE AFRAID
10 GO TO THE
SACRAMENT OF

CONFESSION,
WHERE YOU
WILL MEET

JESUS WHO

FORGIVES YOU.

Pope Francis
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“Christians aren't greater than God, must forgive as he does,” Pope says.

X,
God wants people to be merciful, which means forgiving "Not because one doesn't want to recognize &Q' ‘
others and giving freely with love, Pope Francis said. the sin, but because to condemn the sinner © ‘ \ '
"We don't have the power to condemn out brother who breaks the bond of fraternity with him and /
makes a mistake, we are not above him. Rather we have a ignores the mercy of God, who does not il
duty to return him to the dignity of a son of the father and ~ want to give up on any of his children." a I
to accompany him on his path of conversion," the pope said By asking his disciples not to condemn, % *
Sept. 21 at his weekly general audience. "Jesus does not mean to undermine the A
In his talk, the pope focused on a reading from the Gospel ~ course of human justice," Pope Francis said, ‘%}
of Luke (6:36-38) in which Jesus tells the disciples to stop rather he shows that suspending judgment is
judging others and be merciful just as God is. needed to hold together a Christian community and maintain
The motto for the Year of Mertcy, ""Merciful Like the Fa-  fraternal ties.
ther," comes from this biblical verse, the pope said. The other essential element of mercy, he said, is that it is
But more than a pithy catchphrase, the motto is a lifelong freely giving to others because it flows from having received
commitment to give to others the love one has received -- such abundant gifts from God.
without merit -- from God, he said. It is a call to reflect upon Also, by giving to others, God will return that measure once
all that God does for humanity so as to be inspired "to be again, showing "it is we ourselves who decide how we will be
like him, full of love, compassion and mercy," he said. judged" after death, the pope said.
But what does it mean to be merciful, the pope asked his For a Christian, he said, merciful love is the only path to fol-

audience. Jesus said it means to forgive and to give, he said.  low.

Mercy is shown by forgiving and not judging and condemn- "We all need to be a little more merciful, to not badmouth
ing, the pope said. others, not judge, not rip people apart with criticism, envy,
"A Christian must forgive," he said. "Why? Because he was  jealousy," he said.

forgiven! All of us here in the square have been forgiven, not By giving and forgiving, he said, one's heart will expand with
one of us never needed God's forgiveness in love, while selfishness and hatred will turn the
life." heart into a hard, tiny stone.

"If God has forgiven me, why shouldn't I "Which do you want?" he asked.

forgive others? Am I greater than God?" the When people in the audience shouted "no" to
pope said, undetlining that "judging and con- having "a heart of stone" and "yes" to a heart
demning one's brother who sins is wrong." filled with love, the pope said, "then be mer-
ciful."
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BAYLEYS RESIDENTIAL RE LIMITED, BAYLEYS
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

THE VICTORIA
RESIDENCE,

AUCKLAND CBD ..
(opposite Sky City) :

Dual Key - Unit 1002 Price: $865,000

_ 31 :
Unit 407 + CARPARK Price: $895,000

INITPAN-TYP S
Tow Bawm Fliui fdam

Unit 212 + CARPARK Price: $795,000

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT:

Grace Lee
021933870 | 09624 2717
grace_lee@bayleys.co.nz
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