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or Fear of the Lord is the gift of wonder
and respect that encourages you to be
in awe of God. The gift of wonder and
awe moves you to so love God that you
do not want to offend Him by your
words or actions.

is the gift of knowing and enlightenment.
The gift of knowledge enables you to choose
the right path that will lead you to God.
It encourages you to avoid obstacles that
will keep you from Him.

or Counsel, is the gift of prudence. The gift
of right judgment helps you make choices to
live as a faithful follower of Jesus.
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is the gift of knowing the right
choices to make to live a

holy life. The gift of wisdom helps
you to avoid the things that
could lead you away from God.

\ . :
)
or Fortitudae, is the gift that

helps you stand up for your
faith in Christ. The gift of
courage helps you overcome
any obstacles that would
keep you from practicing
your faith.

, 'CIHICC
or Piaty, is the gift of confidence in God.
This gift of reverence inspires you to
joyfully want to serve God and others.

is the gift of comprehension, or the ability to grasp the meaning
of the teachings of the Church. The gift of understanding helps

9 be tolerant and sympathetic of others. It hel
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POPE FRANCIS

MESSAGE FOR THE JUBILEE OF MERCY
FOR YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS

“Merciful Like the Father”

Dear Young Friends,

The Church is celebrating the Holy Year of Mercy, a
time of grace, peace, conversion and joy. It is meant
for everyone: people of every age, from far and near.
There are no walls or distances which can prevent
the Father’s mercy from reaching and embracing us.
The Holy Door is now open in Rome and in all the
dioceses of the world.

This grace-filled moment also concerns you, dear
young people. | encourage you to take an active part
in this celebration and to realize that each of you is a
child of God (cf. 1 Jn 3:1). | would like to invite you,
one by one, calling you by name, as Jesus does
each day. For you know that your names are written
in heaven (Lk 10:20), in the heart of the Father, that
Merciful Heart which is the source of all reconciliation
and kindness.

The Jubilee is a year-long celebration, in which every
moment becomes a chance for us to grow in holi-
ness. It is a time when we can discover that life to-
gether as brothers and sisters is like a great party,
perhaps the most beautiful party we can imagine, the
endless party that Jesus has taught us to celebrate
by his Spirit. The Jubilee is the party to which Jesus
invites us all, without excluding anyone. That is why |
also wanted to have some days of prayer and cele-
bration with you. | am looking forward to seeing many
of you in April.

“Merciful like the Father”. This is the theme of the Ju-
bilee, but it is also the prayer we make for all of you
as we welcome you in the name of Jesus. To be
merciful means to grow in a love which is coura-
geous, generous and real. It means to grow physical-
ly and spiritually. You are preparing to be Christians
capable of making courageous choices and deci-
sions, in order to build daily, even through little
things, a world of peace.

Yours is a time of life which is full of amazing chang-
es. Everything seems possible and impossible all at
once. | repeat what | said to some of your friends:
“Remain steadfast in the journey of faith, with firm
hope in the Lord. This is the secret of our journey! He
gives us the courage to swim against the tide. Pay
attention, my young friends: to go against the current;
this is good for the heart, but we need courage to
swim against the tide. Jesus gives us this courage!

.. With him we can do great things; he will give us
the joy of being his disciples, his withesses. Commit
yourselves to great ideals, to the most important
things. We Christians were not chosen by the Lord
for little things; push onwards toward the highest

“Build daily, even through little things, a world of
peace”. The Pope entrusted this task to the partici-
pants of the Jubilee for young boys and girls, sched-
uled for 23-25 April. For this occasion, «@R
Francis wrote a message to them, he con- <

/ ///

tinued: “I would like to invite you, one /'&

. )

by one, calling you by name, as Jesus [
[ ]
does each day. For you know that your ,:’2
names are written in heaven”. rli
=)

principles. Stake your lives on noble @
ideals” (Homily at the Conferral of the K%:
Sacrament of Confirmation, 2013). NS

Here | cannot forget those of you who are Ny~
living in situations of war, extreme poverty, daily trou-
bles and loneliness. Don’t ever lose hope! The Lord
has a great dream which, with your help, he wants to
come true! Your friends, young people your age liv-
ing in less trying conditions than your own, have not
forgotten you; they are working for peace and justice
for everyone everywhere. Don'’t be taken in by the
messages of hatred or terror all around us. Instead,
make new friends. Give of your time and always
show concern for those who ask your help. Be brave
and go against the tide; be friends of Jesus, who is
the Prince of Peace (cf. Is 9:6). “Everything in him
speaks of mercy. Nothing in him is devoid of com-
passion” (Misericordiae Vultus, 8).

| realize that not all of you can come to Rome, but
the Jubilee is truly for everyone and it is also being
celebrated in your local Churches. You are all invited
to this moment of joy. Don’t just prepare your ruck-
sacks and your banners, but your hearts and your
minds as well. Think carefully about the hope and
desires you will hand over to Jesus in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation and in the Eucharist which we will
celebrate together. As you walk through the Holy
Door, remember that you are committing yourselves
to grow in holiness and to draw nourishment from the
Gospel and the Eucharist, the Word and the Bread of
life, in order to help build a more just and fraternal
world.

May the Lord bless your journey towards the Holy
Door. | pray that the Holy Spirit will guide your steps
and enlighten you. For you and your families, and for
all who help you to grow in goodness and in grace,
may the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of us all, be
true Door of Mercy.

From the Vatican, 6 January 2016,
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
FRANCIS

DEAR YOUNG PN

PEOPLE,

DO NOT BURY YOUR

TALENTS,

THE GIETS THAT

HAS GIVEN YOU!

GREAT
THINGS!

POPE FRANCIS


http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130428_omelia-cresime.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130428_omelia-cresime.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html
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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA

St. Catherine of Siena was born during
the outbreak of the plague in Siena,
Italy on March 25, 1347. She was the
25th child born to her mother, alt-
hough half of her brothers and sisters
did not survive childhood. Catherine
herself was a twin, but her sister did
not survive infancy. Her mother was
40 when she was born. Her father was
a cloth dyer.

At the age of 16, Catherine's sister,
Bonaventura, died, leaving her hus-
band as a widower. Catherine's par-
ents proposed that he marry Catherine
as a replacement, but Catherine op-
posed this. She began fasting and cut
her hair short to mar her appearance.
Her parents attempted to resist this
move, to avoid marriage, but they
were unsuccessful. Her fasting and her
devotion to her family, convinced
them to relent and allow her to live as
she pleased. Catherine once explained
that she regarded her father as a repre-
sentation of Jesus and her mother as
Our Lady, and her brothers as the
apostles, which helped her to serve
them with humility.

Despite Catherine's religious nature,
she did not choose to enter a convent
and instead she joined the Third Order
of St. Dominic, which allowed her to
associate with a religious society
while living at home.

Fellow Dominican sisters taught St.
Catherine how to read. Meanwhile,
she lived quietly, isolated within her
family home.

St. Catherine developed a habit of giv-
ing things away and she continually
gave away her family's food and
clothing to people in need. She never
asked permission to give these things
away, and she quietly put up with
their criticisms.

Something changed her when she was
21. She described an experience she

referred to as her "mystical marriage
to Christ." There are debates over
whether or not St. Catherine was giv-
en a ring with some claiming she was
given a bejeweled ring, and other
claiming the ring was made of Jesus's
skin. St. Catherine herself started the
rumor of the latter in her writings, but
she was known to often claim the ring
itself was invisible.

Such mystical experiences change
people, and St. Catherine was no ex-
ception. In her vision, she was told to
reenter public life and to help the poor
and sick. She immediately rejoined
her family and went into public to
help people in need.

She often visited hospitals and homes
where the poor and sick were found.
Her activities quickly attracted follow-
ers who helped her in her mission to
serve the poor and sick.

St. Catherine was drawn further into
the world as she worked, and eventu-
ally she began to travel, calling for
reform of the Church and for people to
confess and to love God totally. She
became involved in politics, and was
key in working to keep city states loy-
al to the Pope. She was also credited
with helping to start a crusade to the
Holy Land. On one occasion, she vis-
ited a condemned political prisoner
and was credited with saving his soul,
which she saw being taken up to heav-
en at the moment of his death.

St. Catherine allegedly was given the
stigmata, but like her ring, it was visi-
ble only to herself. She took Bl. Ray-
mond of Capua as her confessor and
spiritual director.

From 1375 onwards, St. Catherine
began dictating letters to scribes. She
petitioned for peace and was instru-
mental in persuading the Pope in Avi-
gnon to return to Rome.
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She became involved in the fractured
politics of her time, but was instru-
mental in restoring the Papacy to
Rome and in brokering peace deals
during a time of factional conflict and
war between the Italian city states.
She also established a monastery for
women in 1377 outside of Siena. She
is credited with composing over 400
letters, her Dialogue, which is her de-
finitive work, and her prayers. These
works are so influential that St. Cathe-
rine would later be declared a Doctor
of the Church. She is one of the most
influential and popular saints in the
Church.

By 1380, the 33-year-old mystic had
become ill, possibly because of her
habit of extreme fasting. Her confes-
sor, Raymond, ordered her to eat, but
she replied that she found it difficult
to do so, and that possibly she was ill.
In January of 1380, her illness acceler-
ated her inability to eat and drink.
Within weeks, she was unable to use
her legs. She died on April 29, follow-
ing a stroke just a week prior.

St. Catherine's feast day is April 29,
she is the patroness against fire, ill-
ness, the United States, Italy, miscar-
riages, people ridiculed for their faith,
sexual temptation, and nurses.
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We want to say a special thanks to the church community; especially to
Father Choi, the organizing team workers & other parents helper for or-
ganizing this recent church family camp. It was so much fun. My boys
i ¢ | definitely enjoyed themselves & we learnt so much from this camp too.
{ | We want to say thanks to Martin and other youth helpers from the com-
4 munity for taking care of our boys. Our kids wouldn't have so much pa-
5 tient if it weren't for u guys. Last but not least, thank you Lord once
again for giving us the perfect weather. May the Lord continue blessing
each one of us. Have a nice day everyone! ( Wu family)
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