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Jesus said “Truly, I am the door; if any one enters
by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and
find pasture. I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.” John 10: 7-10

Many are the doors through which we pass in
our lifetime. At birth, we emerged through a
gateway to life and later, we entered the door-
way to a new life at our baptism. We have
stood on thresholds and looked forward, some-
times eagerly, sometimes with hesitation, at op-
portunities that lay before us. Doorways to new
schools, first homes, tables of friendship, have
greeted us along the way. We all know that
eventually we will pass through one final door,
the gateway from this life to eternal life.

During the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis invites

us to contemplate the notion of a Holy Door, "a
Door of Mercy through which anyone who en-
ters will experience the love of God who con-

soles, pardons, and instills hope. |

We pass through some doors to enter holy
space where we worship and give praise to God
through sacred rites and private prayer, to en-
counter God's love and abundant mercy. How-

ever, we are called not to ' build our tent ; in
this space but to emerge through those same
holy doors sent forth to cross the thresholds of
other sacred doors - doors where we encounter
the face of God in the poor and marginalized,
physically or spiritually. We are called to be
witnesses to God's enduring love and limitless
mercy through our own engagement with those
who have not felt that love nor known that mer-
cy from others.

In many families, there is the Epiphany tradi-
tion of blessing the doors of our homes and in-
scribing them with the initials of what custom

says were the names of the three wise men, " C,

B, M,; who came to the home of the Holy
Family where the doors were opened in wel-
come. During this Year of Mercy, like that home
in Bethlehem, may our homes and families, the
domestic church, be places of welcome and
mercy toward one another and to all who enter
into our homes and lives.

certain church doors in Rome as (&5
Doors of Mercy, so also, in the, %
Archbishop Listecki has designat- \c4

. o
ed a church door in every deanery %
as a Door of Mercy. These churches <
are sites where individuals, families\ij\}fl/_/
and other groups may make a pilgrimage, a ho-
ly journey, seeking, remembering, and receiv-
ing God's mercy.

"The practice of pilgrimage has a special place
in the Holy Year, because it represents the jour-
ney each of us makes in this life. Life itself is a
pilgrimage, and the human being is a viator, a
pilgrim travelling along the road, making his
way to the desired destination. Similarly, to
reach the Holy Door in Rome or in any other
place in the world, everyone, each according to
his or her ability, will have to make a pilgrim-
age. This will be a sign that mercy is also a goal
to reach and requires dedication and sacrifice.
May pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion:
by crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we
will find the strength to embrace God's mercy
and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with

others as the Father has been with us.
From Archdiocese of Milwaukee

JUBILEE

Year of Mercy
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End of the World

No matter how strong a person is, there shall be once in a life time a per-
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son would be discouraged, either felt hopeless about the situation; dis-

hearten by the people or society surrounding them; defeated by his/her

failure, incapability or “misfortune”. For whatever reason it is, some are

strong enough to withstand the pressure and strive forward; while some are not that fortunate

and give up.

Definitely, for those whom are not in that situation, not needed to experience the pressure and
frustration, it is always easy to say to get it over, which most likely imposes further stress onto
the victim. However, we must also understand the message behind, it is not yet the end of the
world; there are real people out there able to stand up again and start anew, and is hoping you

can do that too.

“For I know well the plans I have in mind for you— oracle of the LORD — plans for your welfare
and not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
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Some able to endure because they have strong will,
some have the guts to face the challenges, but for
us Christian, the main motivation is we have
God’s revelation, that this is all part of a process, a
journey towards the ultimate destination, unity
with God himself. And we believe that God has
planned everything for us with love, just like how
parents would do to their children when they love
their children. Without this belief, our community
would have been long gone. One perfect example
is the Sunday class for children. Few years back
there were only less than 3 children, now is more
than five folds. The same go for other fellowship/
spiritual groups, without their faiths and endur-
ance, there won’t be any left.

“.... Forgetting what lies behind but straining
forward to what lies ahead.” Philippians 3:13

So look upon the future, and do not let the histo-
ry dragged you down. All things happened are
built for a brighter future, to be prepared, and
helped us to be one step closer to the end of the
world, for the glorious moment of fellowship.
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St. Faustina Kowalska APOSTLE OF DIVINE MERCY

Helena Kowalska was the third of
ten children of a peasant family
who lived in Glogowiec, Poland.
She was simple, uneducated, and
attractive. As a child she began to
sense God's call, but she was
twenty before she found it irresisti-
ble. In 1925, Helena entered the
Congregation of Sisters of Our
Lady of Mercy. She took the name
Faustina and was assigned to do-
mestic service.

On the evening of February 22,
1931, Jesus appeared to St.
Faustina. He wore a white robe,
and two rays, one white and one
red, flowed from his breast. In this
and subsequent visions, Christ
directed Faustina to propagate
devotion to the Divine Mercy. He
instructed her to make a painting
of his image, promising that any-
one who honored it would be
saved. He also told Faustina that
he wanted the whole church to
celebrate the first Sunday after
Easter as the Feast of Mercy.

Faustina's first efforts met with
ridicule, doubt, and only lukewarm
support. However, after 1933, with
the aid of her spiritual director,
Father Michael Sopocko, she
made good but slow progress. By
1935 thousands in Poland were
participating in the Divine Mercy
movement.
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The Divine Mercy meant not only
receiving mercy, but also giving it.
With Faustina we can pray that we
too might become merciful:

“ Help me, O Lord, that my eyes
may be merciful, so that | may
never suspect or judge from
appearances, but look for what
is beautiful in my neighbors’
souls and come to their rescue.
Help me, that my ears may be
merciful, so that | may give
heed to my neighbors' needs
and not be indifferent to their
pains and moanings. Help me,
O Lord, that my tongue may be
merciful, so that | should never
speak negatively of my neigh-
bor, but have a word of comfort
and forgiveness for all.”

“ Help me, O Lord, that my
hands may be merciful and
filled with good deeds, so that |
may do only good to my neigh-
bor and take upon myself the
more difficult and toilsome
tasks. Help me, that my feet
may be merciful, so that | may
hurry to assist my neighbor,

Paul Il, it became popularly estab-
lished throughout the entire
church. Faustina, and other saints
like Margaret Mary Alacoque,
Joan of Arc, and even the Virgin
Mary, were simple and unassum-
ing young women. What makes
them extraordinary is God's grace.
He seems to favor ordinary folks

overcoming my own fatigue and with his mercy, which is very good

weariness. My true rest is in the
service of my neighbor.”

Faustina died of tuberculosis in
1938. After her death the Divine
Mercy devotion has grown steadi-
ly. With the support of Pope John
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