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Doors of Mercy

PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE PROMOTION OF
THE NEW EVANGELIZATION MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER

The Jubilee of Mercy was announced by Pope Francis as a
year to be lived intensely in each particular Church, allow-
ing every person to encounter the mercy of God the Father
through diligent labor for the Church’s mission there. The
most evident sign of this pastoral care is the chance to
open a Door of Mercy in every diocese. These doors, analo-
gous to the Holy Doors of the Papal Basilicas in Rome, will
permit even people who cannot travel to Rome to make a
Jubilee pilgrimage. It will be the responsibility of the local
Ordinary to decide in which church of the diocese the Door
of Mercy will be opened. There should be a Door of Mercy
opened in every diocese and eparchy of the world (cfr. MV
3). In addition to the Door of Mercy chosen for the diocese,
the diocesan Ordinaries may also permit the opening of
other Doors of Mercy at Shrines of particular importance,
especially where there is the happy possibility that the
many faithful who visit the shrine may always encounter
the merciful embrace of the Father in confession (cfr. MV
3). It is good for the extraordinary possibility for the Jubilee
indulgence to be recognized by the faithful precisely as an
opportunity out of the ordinary, so that they may live it as a
time particularly fitting for embarking on the path of conver-
sion. Fostering the proper appreciation for the special sign
of the Door of Mercy will facilitate this invitation to conver-
sion.

The Opening of the Doors of Mercy After the solemn inau-
guration of the Holy Year

Marked by the opening of the Holy Door of Saint Peter’s
Basilica next December 8th - all the particular Churches
will open their own Doors of Mercy in communion with the
Church of Rome as part of the Eucharistic celebration of
the Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday). As a matter
of fact, the Holy Father will open the Holy Door of the Ca-
thedral of Rome, the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, on that
Sunday. Every particular Church will also open any other
Doors of Mercy, namely those designated at important
Shrines, during the celebration of the Eucharist for the
Third Sunday of Advent, which may be presided at by a del-
egate of the Bishop. A special rite for the opening of the

Holy Doors has been prepared by this Pontif-
ical Council, with the approval of the Con-
gregation for Divine Worship and the Disci-
pline of the Sacraments. It has been pub-
lished in the book “Celebrating Mercy”,
the first of a series of pastoral resources
for the Jubilee of Mercy. This volume gives
a complete description of everything that is
proper for the rite celebrating the opening of
a Door of Mercy; for anything not expressly
indicated therein, the ordinary liturgical norms ap-

ply, as confirmed by the Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments. (Hence, for example,
the proper liturgical color is violet or rose, as prescribed for
Gaudete Sunday, and the Gloria is not sung, according to
the norm for Advent). The series of books, among them the
volume containing the rite, is being published in seven lan-
guages (ltalian, English, Spanish, Portuguese, French, Ger-
man, and Polish). More information is available on the offi-
cial web site of the Jubilee (www.im.va).

Having Crossed the Doorway

Once the pilgrimages have crossed through the Holy Door or
Door of Mercy, or have fulfilled one of the other conditions
under which Pope Francis has granted the Jubilee Indul-
gence (for example, for the sick, for the imprisoned, or for
anyone who carries out in person a work of mercy), in addi-
tion to the usual conditions which require a heart well-
disposed for the grace to bring its desired fruits, the faithful
should stop in prayer to fulfill the final actions asked for: the
profession of faith, and prayer for the Holy Father and his
intentions. The latter should be at least an “Our Father” -
the prayer in which Jesus himself taught us to turn as chil-
dren to the Father - but it could possibly be more. In partic-
ular, taking into consideration the spirit of this Holy Year, it
is suggested that pilgrims recite the lovely prayer of Pope
Francis for the Jubilee, and that they conclude the time of
prayer with an invocation to the merciful Lord Jesus (for
example,“Merciful Jesus, |

trust in You”). http://www.osservatoreromano.va,

The Jubilee of Mercy

Prayer by Pope Francis

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing,

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to the blind.

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy;
you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
Amen.
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NOURISHED BY LIVING WATER —

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord S S
“Be Stll for the Presence of the Lord”, a Christian praise and worship song sang
mn our group for many years. It 1s a joyful reflective song with good melody, but
this 1s not the main reason why the group loves it. We love it because of how
these words lead us mto worship, lead us to rest under His shelter.

We are all busy people, and 1s especially true in our community. Many parishion-
ers willing to help; many waiting for the free time to join the fellowship, but we are struggled to find spare
time because of our jobs, our studies, our home and social gatherings. Moreover, we are dragged with all the
obstacles 1n our life and make us tire. So we should always look for the opportunity to be still, and make this
moment precious.

For us Christian, it is important to learn to “Be Still”. There are many occasions in the bible reminded us to
be still, one of the well-known occasions 1s when Jesus calming the storm (Mark 4:35-41). The disciples were
so anxious and worry about the storm when they were travelling on the boat, however Jesus was calmly resting
there. There are times we experience rough and stormy situation in our daily life, but Jesus set an example
and encourage us to be still and have faith. We must always recall the numerous occasions God used His al-
mighty power to lead His people to the safe land. This happened in the past; happening now; and will contin-
ue to happen.

“Know this, my dear brothers: everyone should be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath, for the wrath
of a man does not accomplish the righteousness of God. ”James 1:19-20

To be still, also means to tell us to have patient. Often we react before we think, resulting making rush deci-
sion and putting ourselves into difficult situation. Most people understand this but 1s difficult to put this into
practice. We can say this 1s our human nature, but does that really mean there is nothing we can do?

“Not only that, but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing that aftliction produces endurance, and endur-
ance, proven character, and proven character, hope ” Romans 5:3-4

Someone would also argue that if “every people react this way, and some of them did it perfectly, how can
you claim I am not the one on the right side?” .We shall realise that we grow with mistakes, this 1s how the
society improves; this 1s also how our spirituality improves. The person able to endure patiently 1s the ones
success the most; the one able to hesitate before act, able to grow internally with proven character and react
fast and precise in future.

Try and take a pause regularly in your life, constantly reflect on oneself and rely on the power of the Holy
Spirit, ask for His blessing of all range of spiritual gifts, so we can grow internally. Be still, for His presence;

be still, for His power; be still, for His glory. Then someday, we will be able to do what Jesus did, rest calmly

~ 2 B /B

n this storm.
- Shared by Life in the Living Water
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SAINT STEPHEN — THE FIRST MARTYR

Saint Stephen, The First Martyr.
Scriptural Saint. Celebration of Feast
Day is December 26.

All that we know of the life, trial, and
death of St. Stephen, the first martyr, is
found in the Book of Acts, chapters vi
and vii. In the long chronicle of Chris-
tian martyrs, the story of Stephen
stands out as one of the most moving
and memorable. Although his name is
Greek (from Stephanos, meaning
crown), Stephen was a Jew, probably
among those who had been born or who
had lived beyond the borders of Pales-
tine, and therefore had come under the
influence of the prevailing Hellenistic
culture. The New Testament does not give us the circum-
stances of his conversion. It would seem, however, that
soon after the death of the Messiah he rose to a position
of prominence among the Christians of Jerusalem and
used his talents especially to win over the Greek-
speaking residents of the city.

The earliest mention of Stephen is when he is listed
among the seven men chosen to supervise the public ta-
bles. We recall that these first Christians held their prop-
erty in common, the well-to-do sharing what they pos-
sessed with the poor; and at this time, as always in the
wake of war, there were many "displaced persons" in
need of charity. We read in Acts that the Hellenists, as the
Greek-speaking Christians were called, thought that they,
particularly the widows among them, were being dis-
criminated against at the public tables. The Apostles
were informed of these complaints, but they were too
busy to deal with the problem. Therefore seven good and
prudent men were selected to administer and supervise
the tables. The seven, on being presented to the Apostles,
were prayed over and ordained by the imposition of
hands. Associated in these charitable tasks with Stephen,
whose name heads the list as "a man full of faith and the
Holy Spirit," were Philip, known as "the Evangelist,"
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas-all
Greek names. The title of deacon, which came to be
linked with their function, derives from the Greek verb
meaning "to minister." These men served the Christian
community in temporal and charitable affairs; later on
they were to assume minor religious offices.

Stephen, already a leader, now began to speak in public
with more vigor and, "full of grace and power, was work-
ing great wonders and signs among the people." By this
time a number of Jewish priests had been converted to
the new faith, but they still held to the old traditions and
rules as laid down in Mosaic law. Stephen was prepared
to engage in controversy with them, eager to point out
that, according to the Master, the old law had been super-

seded. He was continually quoting Je-
sus and the prophets to the effect that
external usages and all the ancient holy
rites were of less importance than the
spirit; that even the Temple might be
destroyed, as it had been in the past,
without damage to the true and eternal
religion. It was talk of this sort, carried
by hearsay and rumor about the city,
and often misquoted, intentionally or
not, that was to draw down upon Ste-
phen the wrath of the Jewish priestly
class.

It was in a certain synagogue of Jews
"called that of the Freedmen, and of the
Cyrenians and of the Alexandrians and
of those from Cilicia and the province of Asia" that Ste-
phen chiefly disputed. Perhaps they did not understand
him; at all events, they could not make effective answer,
and so fell to abusing him. They bribed men to say that
Stephen was speaking blasphemous words against Moses
and against God. The elders and the scribes were stirred
up and brought him before the Sanhedrin, the supreme
Jewish tribunal, which had authority in both civil and reli-
gious matters. False witnesses made their accusations;
Stephen defended himself ably, reviewing the long spir-
itual history of his people; finally his defense turned into a
bitter accusation. He concluded thus:"Yet not in houses
made by hands does the Most High dwell, even as the
prophet says.... Stiff-necked and uncircumcized in heart
and ear, you always oppose the Holy Spirit; as your father
did, so do you also. Which of the prophets have not your
fathers persecuted? And they killed those who foretold the
coming of the Just One, of whom you have now been the
betrayers and murderers, you who received the Law as an
ordinance of angels and did not keep it."

Thus castigated, the Jews could contain their anger no
longer. They rushed upon Stephen, drove him outside the
city to the place appointed, and stoned him. At this time
Jewish law permitted the death penalty by stoning for
blasphemy. Stephen, full of "grace and fortitude" to the
very end, met the great test without flinching, praying the
Lord to receive his spirit and not to lay this sin against the
people. So perished the first martyr, his dying breath spent
in prayer for those who killed him. Among those present
at the scene and approving of the penalty meted out to
Stephen was a young Jew named Saul, the future Paul,
Apostle to the Gentiles: his own conversion to Christiani-
ty was to take place within a few short months.

In the fifth century the priest Lucian writes of the discov-
ery of the relics of Stephen, which now, it is believed,

repose in the church of St. Lawrence in Rome.

From: https;//www.ewtn.com/
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