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‘ROCK’ UPON CORNERSTONE

“eens and upon this rock I will build my church

10

BRAEM "E, A
...... ” (Matthew 16:18)
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..... Continued from Issue 116 m

W

Editorial: You mentioned being in the com-
munity, and have the support, how would you
think if you don’t have this kind of experi-
ence? Will you be another type of person? Or
will you stay the same as you are now?
Sandy: I don’t know, would 1? I can’t speculate
on something I don’t know. I can’t imagine my
life without my faith, and coming with the faith is the Chris-
tian community. I can’t see that being divided. With the way I
was attracted by the ideas found within bible stories when I
was little, even if I didn’t find this community I would have
probably joined other Christian communities through some of
my Christian friends. I think God led me here. That is why I
am here.

Editorial: You mean you would still continue on this
Christianity

Sandy: Yes, Just thinking back, even at a very young age, |
loved Sunday school; I loved listening to the story of the Gos-
pel, I don’t think there would be any reason why I wouldn’t
eventually join a Christian church once I grew up.

Editorial: Its interesting you liked Sunday School, how
did it draw you? You liked the stories? Teachers? The
atmosphere? Or something else?

Sandy: First thing, the stories were very awesome and I loved
listening to the stories in the bible. The idea that there is
someone who loves you unconditionally was amazing. To
know in your little head (as a kid), that there is something
greater and there is a purpose to your life. To know there is
always someone you can count on, and that person is God, is
Jesus. I knew this because in all the stories of the Gospel, you
hear Jesus healing the sick, giving food to those who were in
need, that sort of thing. Maybe my grandma was interceding
for me? I was drawn spiritually into the truth, to the truth of
the Gospel, to the truth of the bible.

Editorial: Have you ever felt any pressure in doing work
in the community? Say from family, from yourself, from
anyone..etc?

Sandy: (laugh) Sometimes, persuasive pressure comes from
Community, but never from my family. In actual fact my fam-
ily wasn’t that impressed because they felt I could have spent
more time on study, which was true. But, I never felt it was
wrong to serve. I think I was motivated to serve because I felt
the need and the calling in my heart. It was the Holy Spirit in
me showing me the way. Just as when I was young I was
drawn into the Gospel because it felt like the right place to be,
serving the community felt like it was the right thing to do. I
don’t think T would have realised my love of working with
young people if I haven’t gone on this path. It was like God
was giving me a signpost, “This is a good path to you; You
should think about this.” That is the way I imagine how God
works through my life.

Besides, serving in Exodus was fun, genuinely fun.
The big drive working with other youths and other
people, it was fun doing those little projects that
has a purpose, it felt positive to contribute to my
community and to contribute to my faith. It was a
lot of fun and very rewarding.

Editorial: Then | assume, if you were given another
chance, you would still continue on this path?

Sandy: Yes, I wouldn’t say no to it. I wouldn’t have grown up
spiritually in the way I did. In a more worldly sense, I wouldn’t
have developed the people skills I have now. Believe it or not, I
was a very quiet and shy little girl. I didn’t have the confidence
then to know where I stood; to know what I was.

Our community have always been very accepting of different
people. It is that accepting love for me that allowed me to grow
up in the way that I did, giving me the opportunity to foster the
leadership skills and to foster the confidence that I have now.

Editorial: Being here for that many years, participating in
the youth group and all the other activities that you were
involved in, what do see as the strengths and weakness-
es of this community?

Sandy: I think the strength of the community is that we have
been together for a long time so there is a great sense of com-
munity and belonging for young adults like myself. I know that
no matter what happens, I can find spiritual support here. Eve-
rybody knows each other in such a tight knit community which
makes it easier to find that spiritual support.

But on the other hand, sometimes it may also be a disadvantage
as well. It is can be hard to accept new people into the commu-
nity if we are too tightly knit.

It is really nice to see in recent years so many new members, it
means we are still the welcoming community I joined many
years ago. I’m particularly happy to see the young children as it
is kind of like a continuation. As a person that grew up in this
community, I would love to think that these young people
would have the same opportunities I got when I was younger.

Editorial: Then do you have any advice for these young
people?

Sandy: Do not be afraid of your own faith, and don’t be afraid
to tell people about this important part of you. It is so common
in our society for young people to come under the societal pres-
sure to not have a religious faith. If you grew up knowing your
Christian faith is something that you value, then don’t give it
up because of others.

Editorial: Last question, have you ever thought of enter-
ing into religious order?

Sandy: No, I never felt myself called that way. When I was in
my early 20s, I prayed about it. But it was quite obvious God
was not calling me to serve in that way. I wasn’t too bothered
by it since I believe everyone has been given their own talents
to use for God in their own special way.
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SAINT THERESE OF LISIEUX "The Little Flower"

Therese Martin was the
last of nine children born to Lou-
is and Zelie Martin on January
2, 1873, in Alencon, France.
However, only five of these chil-
dren lived to reach adulthood.
Precocious and sensitive,
Therese needed much attention.
Her mother died when she was
4 years old. As a result, her fa-
ther and sisters babied young
Therese. She had a spirit that
wanted everything.

At the age of 14, on Christmas
Eve in 1886, Therese had a
conversion that transformed her
life. From then on, her powerful
energy and sensitive spirit were
turned toward love, instead of
keeping herself happy. At 15,
she entered the Carmelite con-
vent in Lisieux to give her whole
life to God. She took the reli-
gious name Sister Therese of
the Child Jesus and the Holy
Face. Living a hidden, simple
life of prayer, she was gifted
with great intimacy with God.
Through sickness and dark
nights of doubt and fear, she
remained faithful to God, rooted
in His merciful love. After a long
struggle with tuberculosis, she
died on September 30, 1897, at
the age of 24. Her last words
were the story of her life: "My
God, | love You!"

The world came to know
Therese through her autobiog-
raphy, "Story of a Soul". She
described her life as a "little way
of spiritual childhood." She lived
each day with an unshakable
confidence in God's love. "What
matters in life," she wrote, "is
not great deeds, but great love."
Therese lived and taught a spir-
ituality of attending to everyone
and everything well and with
love. She believed that just as a
child becomes enamored with
what is before her, we should
also have a childlike focus and
totally attentive love. Therese's
spirituality is of doing the ordi-
nary, with extraordinary love.
She loved flowers and saw her-
self as the "little flower of Je-
sus," who gave glory to God by
just being her beautiful little self
among all the other flowers in
God's garden. Because of this
beautiful analogy, the title "little
flower" remained with St
Therese.

Her inspiration and powerful
presence from heaven touched
many people very quickly. She
was canonized by Pope Pius Xl
on May 17, 1925. Had she lived,
she would have been only 52
years old when she was de-
clared a Saint."My mission - to
make God loved - will begin af-

ter my death," she said. "l will
spend my heaven doing good
on earth. | will let fall a shower
of roses." Roses have been de-
scribed and experienced as
Saint  Therese's  signature.
Countless millions have been
touched by her intercession and
imitate her "little way." She has
been acclaimed "the greatest
saint of modern times." In 1997,
Pope John Paul Il declared St.
Therese a Doctor of the Church
- the only Doctor of his pontifi-
cate - in tribute to the powerful
way her spirituality has influ-
enced people all over the world.
The message of St. Therese is
beautiful, inspiring, and simple.

www.littleflower.org

“ Kinte x
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