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China's icy heart? Has the Catholic Church

warmed up the Asian superpower?

LOS ANGELES, CA
(Catholic Online) -
China has proposed
a joint system of ap-
pointing bishops
with the Vatican.

Relations between
the Vatican and Chi-
na have been frosty
since the communist
takeover in the
1950s, and the Holy
See has found it
very difficult to
warm relations with
the Asian superpow-
er. But with an un-
precedented pro-
posal from China, all
that could very well
change.

According to the
state-run Global
Times, the state-run
Chinese Catholic
Patriotic Association
(CCPA) said that it
hopes to receive a
response on the
proposal by early
2015.

One of the largest
barriers between
friendly relations be-
tween China and the
Holy See is the ap-

pointment of bish-
ops.

One of the other
large obstacles is
the CCPA, which has
been in control over
the Church in China
since the communist
takeover and splits
the loyalty of Chi-
nese Catholics. Most
of China's 12 million
Catholics-at least
publicly-support the
government's Cath-
olic group, but a
large underground
community of Cath-
olics claim full loyal-
ty to the Pope.

"The Vatican seems
to hope for more
agreements beyond
bishop ordination,
such as canceling
the CCPA. But that
doesn't appear like-
ly," an anonymous
Chinese official was
quoted as saying by
the Global Times.

In 2007, Pope Bene-
dict XVI broke
ground in negotia-
tions with China

often split between support for the local
state-run Church and the Vatican.

when he called for
greater co-operation
between the two in a
letter.

After it was published,
China and the Vatican
did seem to be on the
verge of establishing
a joint system for the
appointment of bish-
ops, and the names of
new bishops were
submitted to Rome
prior to being ap-
pointed.

But in 2010, China or-
dained a bishop with-
out papal approval
and forced Chinese
bishops that were loy-
al to Rome to attend
the ceremony. This
back-step in policy set
relations backwards



LLW is a
charismatic

e at—

Sy

prayer group

‘i_@(‘\_/ for  youths
\/s.‘::mwaxﬂ who gather
on the 2nd

and 4th Fri-

day of each month, in the chapel of the
ACCC center. We start off our gather-—
ings with a fellowship supper at 6:30pm,
either at the center or dining out, then
from 7:30pm, the prayer gathering, with
praise and worship, Bible sharing and of
course, praying as a group as the main
components.

The focus of the Bible sharing updates
regularly. Lately, we have been sharing
on the Second Letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians. It is a deeply personal and
emotional letter in which Paul avidly de-

fended his ministry against intruders

10

claiming to be legitimate apostles, and

challenging Paul’'s authority among

Christians while he was away from

Corinth. Rich in biblical truth and famous
verses such as the ‘down but not out’
proclamation (2 Cor 4:8-9) and Paul’s
boast of his sufferings (2 Cor 11:22-29),
over the chapters we have enthusiastic
discussions which often goes beyond the
immediate biblical text into real life ex-—
amples and applications.

Walking together on our faith journey is
important in order to keep our faith alive
and ablaze. LLW provides a warm and
friendly environment for faith to nurture
as the only prayer group for young peo-—
ple of our community. We welcome eve-
ry youth to join us, no matter what lan—
guage you speak. Look forward to seeing

you! - = Alfred Kwan

Over 1000 Filipino youth to welcome Pope on arrival

lMore than a thousand young Filipinos will greet Pope Francis upon his arrival in Manila, when he

|
:visits the nation, Jan. 15-19. Bishop Jesse Mercado of Parafaque, chairman of the papal visit:

Iarrival and departure committee, said some 1,200 youths will greet him “with vibrant music andl

|
:dance”

|
at Villamor Airbase. Amoong them he said two orphan children will offer him row-:

lers Other details will be finalized and made public in the coming days, he said. Fr. Lito Jopson|

Iof the media and information committee said the youths will also perform a “Filipino dance” at the

|a|rport when the Pope arrives from Sri Lanka at dusk on
|

:Jan. 15. Jocson said that among those expected to wel- |

:come the pontiff include President Benigno Aquino 111, iR

ICardlnal Luis Antonio Tagle, and Archbishop Socrates
:Vlllegas “It will just be a simple welcome ceremony,” he |4
:said. The Pope will fly to the Philippines after his visit 3
Ito Sri Lanka, Jan. 13-15. (Source: Vatican Radio )
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