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She is called "the Peni-
tent". St. Mary was
given the name
‘Magdalen’ because,
though a Jewish girl,
she lived in a Gentile
town called Magdale, in
northern Galilee, and
her culture and man-
ners were those of a
Gentile.

St.Luke records that
she was a notorious
sinner, and had seven
devils removed from
her. She was present
at Our Lords' Crucifix-
ion, and with Joanna
and Mary, the mother
of James and Salome,
at Jesus' empty tomb.
Fourteen years after
Our Lord's death, St.
Mary was put in a boat
by the Jews without
sails or oars - along
with Sts. Lazarus and
Martha, St. Maximin
(who baptized her), St.
Sidonius

St. Mary Magdelene

("the man born blind"),
her maid Sera, and the
body of St. Anne, the
mother of the Blessed
Virgin. They were sent
drifting out to sea and
landed on the shores
of Southern France,
where St. Mary spent
the rest of her life as
a contemplative ina
cave known as Sainte-
Baume. She was given
the Holy Eucha-

rist daily by angels as
her only food, and died
when she was 72. St.
Mary was transported
miraculously, just be-
fore she died, to

the chapel of St. Maxi-
min, where she re-
ceived the last sacra-
ments.

More about this

saint: St.

Mary Magdalen (Feast
day - July

22) Mary Magdalen was
well known as a sinner
when she first saw Our
Lord. She was very
beautiful and very
proud, but after she
met Jesus, she felt
great sorrow for

her evil life.

When Jesus went to
supper at the home of

a rich man named Si-
mon, Mary came to
weep at His feet. Then
with her long beautiful
hair, she wiped His
feet dry and anointed
them with expensive
perfume. Some people
were surprised

that Jesus let such a
sinner touch Him, but
Our Lord could see into
Mary's heart, and He
said: "Many sins are
forgiven her, because
she has loved very
much." Then

to Mary He said kindly,
"Your faith has made
you safe; go in peace."
From then on, with the
other holy wom-

en, Maryhumbly
served Jesus and His
Apostles. When

Our Lord was cruci-
fied, she was there at
the foot of His cross,
unafraid for herself,
and thinking only of His
sufferings. No won-
der Jesus said of her:
"She has loved much."
After Jesus' body had
been placed in the
tomb, Mary went to
anoint it with spices
ealy Easter Sunday
morning. Not finding
the Sacred Body, she
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began to weep, and seeing
someone whom she thought
was the gardener, she asked
him if he knew where the
Body of her beloved Master

had been taken. But then
theperson spoke in a voice
she knew so well: "Mary!" Tt
was Jesus, risen from the
dead! He had chosen to
show Himself first

to Mary Magdalen, the re-
pentent sinner.(Catholic
Online)
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Shared by Lifo éa the Liviag Wates

Sinner but Also a Saint

COm the past two months, LIV prayer group has been watching 3 DVD called “Untold Blessing -
Three Paths to Holiness" by Father Robert Barren. On a recent gathering, two arguable questions were
raised after Father Robert mentioned the need to recogoios we are sinners before walking the path to
become a saint

"".-"-—--
Dﬂ:ufzmm i I- ﬁ be a good I Y o W |
want to H.Sﬂﬂ‘.., Hmn el a r -‘ﬁ.-_
person, heing a saint is way too hard for me, so 1 ﬂ""—"'-‘"{
would just hope for what T am capabie of e
. . .. h T T
Fractically speaking, this is a reality approach, - —

to canonise a Saint, respective Saint omst have i = —

done exceptional good deeds in onder to “gain” WY/
Shall we forsake the ides to be a Saint then® Before sncwering that, let see what the meaning of Saint is.
Catechism of the Catholic Chueeh (CCC 1023) says Saints are those “wio die in God = grace and
Sriendship and are perfectly purified live for ever with Christ”. In other words, Saints are the blessed
onecs who have been taken to heaven.

Then what happen to those who dic in God's grace and friendship, but stil imperfectly purified® They
would be sent to Purgatory for final purification, which s entirely different from the punishment of the
dammed (CCC1030-1031). "What a news, we are already on the path to become a saint, 2 path of
holiness. Thanks God that we do hawe the possihility to be a Saint, we are not that far back yet

With that, people will say, if a faithful would become a Saint eventually, there is no need to work 5o
hard in pursne of holiness. ¥es and Mo, Mean are always given the fres will to chooss. Howr 2 man bves a
life is under their grasp. Each has their own path to walk. Thds is why we ase uniquely created.

However, here is an exsmple for you to reflect on- A man brought a sew pair of shoes, he would
carefully avoid walking on the mud or do light steps when crossing a pool of water, he would get very
upset when someone accidentally stepped on the shoes, and would “immedistely” wipe out the dirt. By
doing that, it neat condition can be maintsined for guite a while. "What do you think the shoes condition
would be when he begins to care less for it7 Will the shoes sventually being thrown away® How much
effort would require if he wants to put it back to good condition? Similarly, in context, what if the shoes
is replaces as our holiness?

As Father Barren mentioned, the Saints are more, not less sware of their sins. As Romans 719 sags
“For I do not do the good Twant, but I do the evil I do not wam.™ Nene of us is perfect, but we do
know where a path is leading to, just like the Saint does.

The other question being discussed was, if 2 man continues to commit the same sin fwhich is commonly

happen for minor sins), confession actually mesns nothing except a psychological comfortness. What
would your view be? You are welcome to share with us.

FhM
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in the Dark; Despite the rain
on Saturday we climbed the
high ropes outdoor with an
instructor, and also had fun
with archery; As the weather
cleared up on Sunday, an un-
scheduled, epic water fight
broke out with people using
any- thing they can,
from water bombs, water
bot- tles, buckets to a
hose in order to make
every- one wet
through
from head to
foot! That
was ab-
solutely
thrilling.

Apart

from
the en-

tertainments
we had great spiritual
sharing

sessions, thanks to
our youth leaders
Chris and Sandy. We
shared and
discussed on this
year’s theme, YOLO
(You only live once),

The annual 2015 Exodus
camp 2015 kicked off on Fri-
day 17 April at Kokako Lodge
in Papakura. The trip of 3
days attracted about 30 par-
ticipants this year. It is a
great camp site with a lot of
activities to offer. We arrived
at the camp site on Friday
evening and played Spotlight

11

exploring what we want and
need in life, aspirations,
what's in store for our future
and how to make the most
out of life. Father Francis
Poon kindly came along, pre-
sented and hosted mass for
us on Saturday evening.

Last but not least, we all had
our treat with good food pre-
pared by our inhouse chef
Derek, the highlight being a
HK style BBQ on Saturday
night! The camp concluded as
usual with great teamwork
for the clean up. We shall
look forward to another excit-
ing camp next year with more
young people coming and
more fun!
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