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St. Joan of Arc is the
patroness of soldiers
and of France. On Jan-
uary 6, 1412, Joan of
Arc was born to pi-
ousparents of  the
French peasant class,
at the obscure village
of Domremy, near the
province of Lorraine. At
a very early age, she
heard voices: those of
St. Michael, St. Cathe-
rine and St. Margaret.
At first the messages
were personal and gen-
eral. Then at last came
the crowning order. In
May, 1428, her voices
"of St. Michael, St.
Catherine, and St.
Margaret" told Joan to
go to the King

of France and help him
reconquer his kingdom.
For at that time the

English king was
after

the throne of
France, and the
Duke of Bur-
gundy, the
chief rival of
the French
king, was siding
with him and
gobbling up ev-
ermore French
territory.

After overcoming op-
position from church-
men and courtiers, the
seventeen year old girl
was given a small army
with which she raised
the seige of Orleans on
May 8, 1429. She then
enjoyed a series of
spectacular  military
successes, during which
the King was able to
enter Rheims and be
crowned with her at his
side.

In May 1430, as she
was attempting to re-
lieve Compiegne, she
was captured by the
Burgundians and sold to
the  English  when
Charles and the French
did nothing fo save her.
After months of im-
prisonment, she was

tried at Rouen by a tri-
bunal presided over by
the infamous Peter
Cauchon, Bishop of
Beauvais, who hoped
that the English would
help him to become
archbishop.

Through her unfamili-
arity with the techni-
calities of theology,
Joan was trapped into
making a few damaging
statements. When she
refused to retract the
assertion that it was
the saints of God who
had commanded her to
do what she had done,
she was condemned to
death as a heretic, sor-
ceress, and adulteress,
and burned at the
stake on May 30, 1431.
She was nineteen years
old. Some thirty years
later, she was exoner-
ated of all guilt and
she was ultimately can-
onized in 1920, making
official what the peo-
ple had known for cen-
turies. Herfeast day is
May 30.

Joan was canonized in
1920 by Pope Benedict
XV. Catholic Online)


http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8984
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4817
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11541
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/

NOURISHED BY LIVING WATER

SHARED BY LIFE IN THE LIVING WATER

You are Great but I am as Great

Although it is done unintentionally, most Asian parents tend to compare their chil-
dren with others, wishing them to be of great success. Such expectation not only
gives rise to competition, but also classifies people into levels. More or less, we
are all raised under this kind of pressure or discouragement.

In fact, the parable of the talents in
Gospel of Matthew, 25:14-30 speaks of T ——

something similar too. Literary, one is e —
given with 10 talents, one is given with
5 talents, and the 1last one is given
with 1 talent, there implies some people
are actually more gifted than others.
Seems like this is the reality we must
face.

Then, what if we look at it mathematically?

According to this parable told by Jesus Christ, if the person works hard with their
talents, they will receive double of their original. Thus mathematically speaking,
the person with 1 talent to start with needs to do 3.25 times more to catch up with
the one with 10 talents to start with. What is this supposed to mean? I guess we
can say, in the end of the day, every one of us is still equally important and can
function the same.

It is actually quite an interesting view because it agrees with the teaching in the
Book of Romans, 12:4-5,

‘For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same

function, so we, though many are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another.”

In nowadays, smartphone can be designed to be waterproof, however, what if the 1lit-
tle tiny cover for the USB cord gone missing or got damaged? Can the phone continued
to be waterproof? Of course NOT. Despite how unimportant its appearance seems to be,
that little piece of part is still crucial. The same applies to us, we are all
equally important. Sure there are people more recognised by others (ie: leaders),
but we must not forget those working hard behind the scene, such as those help in
cleaning up the pastoral centre, those maintaining the building or those help to set
up for the events.. etc. You are also the important one, both within the church and
in this world. You shall not underestimate your ability. Or the better way to
say this 1is, you shall not underestimate God. Every one of you is created
with great gifts. Do not forget how weak Moses and Jonah were before they
came to trust God. So stand firm with your hope, for “... He will not Llet
you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also pro-
vide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure.” (1Cor 10:13)




ROCK UPON CORNERSTONE #%7

. and upon this rock | will build my church

11

" (Matthew 16:18)
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